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» Kyle Busch isn’t a “points rac-
er.” Statistics reflect that he
races to win. He has 13 top-10
finishes. Twelve are in the top
five. Seven are victories.

» As he considered options for
next year, Ryan Newman used a
familiar phrase to describe his
career: “Coulda. Woulda. Shoul-
da.”

» Jeff Gordon has never gone
four years without a Brickyard
victory. This is the fourth year
since he won for the fourth time
in 2004.

» Tony Stewart didn’t have to
move back to Chevrolet to get
Dale Earnhardt Jr’s assistance.
“I work with him regardless,”
said Junior. “I've been working
with him all the time, no matter
what he’s driving. ... Give and
take with him; (and) he’ll take
care of you.”

» Earnhardt Jr., by the way, said
he has no interest in buying
DEI. “l don’t mean this in a bad
way, but | do not and would not
have any interest in purchasing
it,” he said. “l would not have
any interest, really, in purchas-
ing any race team just to have
the ownership. That just really
doesn’t seem like a good deal.”

» Unlike Gene Haas, Teresa Earn-
hardt has no interest in giving
away half her race team. If she
did, her stepson might still be
there.

» Some say Jeff Burton might
enter politics when his racing
days are over. He says he’ll al-
ways be around racing. “The
thought of just walking away
from it is something that does-
n’t interest me,” he said. “I
don’t want to uninvolve myself.”

» Even though Casey Mears is,
like Kyle Busch a year earlier,
leaving Hendrick Motorsports,
Mears said he doesn’t plan on
asking Busch for advice. “I think
I've got more experience than
Kyle in changing teams,” said
Mears.

» Jimmie Johnson’s wife, Chandra,
apparently went on quite the
shopping spree in Chicago during
the recent race weekend. “Yeah,
I've been called by American Ex-
press three times already, so
yes,” said Johnson, laughing.
“The credit-card statements do
reflect that Chicago is a great
city.”

» Who’s hot — Carl Edwards is
heating up in the Nationwide
Series, having dominated the
race at Gateway. ... Jason
Keller’s third-place finish was
his best in four years.

» Who’s not — Ryan Newman,
at least until he announces
where he’ll be racing next
year. ... With seven races re-
maining in the Sprint Cup reg-
ular season, Clint Bowyer has
fallen out of the top 12 in
points.

P If you have a question or a comment, write: NASCAR This Week, c/o The Gaston Gazette, RO. Box 1538, Gastonia, NC 28053

m Race: Allstate 400 at the
Brickyard

m Where: Indianapolis Motor
Speedway (2.5 mi.), 400
laps/160 miles.

m When: Sunday, July 27.

m Last year’s winner: Tony
Stewart, Chevrolet.

m Qualifying record: Casey
Mears, Dodge, 186.293 mph,
Aug. 7, 2004.

m Race record: Bobby
Labonte, Pontiac, 155.912
mph, Aug. 5, 2000.

m Last race: Kyle Busch has
become a force of nature, al-
most always in position to win
at the end of races and finding
a way to do so. Busch’s victory
at Chicagoland Speedway in
the LifeLock.com 400 was his
seventh of the season and his
third in four races. On the
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Carl Edwards, the fitness en-
thusiast, rode a bicycle from
his home in Columbia, Mo., to
Madison, Ill., site of Gateway
International Raceway, where
he subsequently won in the Na-
tionwide Series.

The track is located near St.
Louis, reasonably close to Co-
lumbia. Edwards’ motor-coach
driver, Tom Giacchi, joined
him on the excursion.

Edwards built some momen-
tum entering Indy by dominat-
ing the Gateway race. The
track, while across the Missis-
sippi River from St. Louis, is
the closest NASCAR track to
Edwards’ hometown.

In addition to his pre-race bi-
cycling, Edwards also took part
in a charity track walk. It was
his second Gateway victory,
the first having come in 2006.

Upbeat — Matt Kenseth has
come a long way and proved
those who dismissed him from

251st of a scheduled 267
laps, Jimmie Johnson slipped
past Busch, who had dominat-
ed the race. He then pulled
swiftly away in an unerring
impression of what Busch’s
Toyota had been doing all night
long. Johnson’s Chevrolet had
stretched the lead in vain,
though. A rather gaudy blown
engine — in the Ford of David
Gilliland — gave Busch one
more shot. He bested Johnson
on the restart, and the result
was yet another victory. John-
son won the championships in
2006-2007, and in the latter
year, he became the first
NASCAR driver in nine years to
collect double-digit victories.
Busch appears headed in the
same direction. He led a track-
record 165 laps.
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Chase competition wrong.

He still has to hang on,
though.

“T feel good about what
we’ve been able to do the last
couple of months, in general,”
he said. “We’ve had a couple of
races where we’ve been off,
where we haven’t maybe done
everything exactly right. In
general, I feel good about
where we’re at.

“You’re not comfortable
where you are in the standings,
obviously, until you go to Rich-
mond and you’re 152 points, or
whatever it is, ahead of 13th
place. Then you’re comfortable.
So, you’re never really comfort-
able until you work your way up
there a little farther. I'm com-
fortable with how we’re run-
ning. We’re a lot more competi-
tive, and we’re operating more
like a championship team here
the last month or two. That
gives me some confidence.”

Better safe than sorry —

Kevin Harvick Inc., noting
harsh economic times, has
shelved plans to start an NHRA
drag-racing team.

“Right now we’ve tabled all
that stuff,” said Harvick.

“There’s so much changing in
the whole world right now as far
as where sponsorship dollars
are going, and we’re just kind of
taking a step back and going to
take a couple years here and
just really focus on our two
trucks and see where the Na-
tionwide thing goes, as far as
the rules packages and where
the economy goes, instead of
jumping in with both feet.

“It’s something that we’re in-
terested in and still would con-
sider looking at going forward,
but we’re going to take a cou-
ple years here and really just
see where everything goes.”

Standings by team — Dri-
vers representing Joe Gibbs
Racing occupy first, 10th and
12th in the Sprint Cup stand-
ings. Hendrick Motorsports’
four teams are second, fifth,

Banking in
straights

sixth and 24th. Roush Fenway
Racing’s five drivers are
fourth, seventh, eighth, 15th
and 22nd. Richard Childress
Racing checks in at third, ninth
and 13th.

Only one driver not on one
of the four teams noted above
is in position to make the
Chase.

Kasey Kahne of Gillett
Evernham Motorsports ranks
11th, while his teammates are
23rd and 37th. Brian Vickers of
Team Red Bull is 14th, and
Ryan Newman of Penske Rac-
ing is 16th. Martin Truex Jr. of
Dale Earnhardt Inc. is 17th,
and Newman’s teammate, Kurt
Busch, is 18th.

No doubt — Greg Biffle has
considerable confidence that
Tony Stewart will be a success-
ful owner.

“A lot of people can look at
this from the outside and say,
‘Man, that's a big undertaking
to go do something like this.’ It
is, but you look at the car per-
formance,” said Biffle. “That

Length of backstretch: ...... 5/8 mi.
...... 400 mi. = 160 laps
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Banking in
turns 1-4

team is basically an extension
of Hendrick Motorsports, and
they have Hendrick technolo-
gy, cars, engines, setups.
This is very important to have
that wealth of information and
engineering support.

“If you go to a brand-new
team or a two-car team that
doesn’t have access to that, it
makes it much more difficult
to compete in this arena. And
those are things you have to
consider.”

Going green — Michigan In-
ternational Speedway is the
first sports venue in Michigan
to join the Michigan Business
Pollution Prevention Partner-
ship and is one of the state’s
first 179 businesses to register
in the program.

Located in the Irish Hills,
MIS is no stranger to conserva-
tion efforts, and track is an-
nouncing a series of “green”
initiatives over the next few
weeks. Its 1,400 acres include a
variety of forests, protected
wetlands and wildlife.





